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PSC DI RECTS US WEST TO ESTI MATE COSTS & RATES
TO CHANGE YELLOWSTONE REG ON LOCAL CALLI NG AREA

The state Public Service Comm ssion has directed US West Commruni cati ons
to
determ ne what it would cost to make changes to the Yel |l owstone Park region's
| ocal telephone
calling area.
Last year the PSC approved US West's proposal for eight expanded | oca
calling regions
in Montana, including one for the Bozenan/Livingston area and a separate one
for the
Yel | owst one Park area that included Gardi ner and West Yel | owst one. However,
many Gar di ner
and West Yel | owst one custonmers have contacted the PSC asking to be included in
t he
Bozeman/ Li vi ngston | ocal calling region rather than the Yell owstone region
Pronpt ed by these
requests, the PSC began a formal review in Novenber to determni ne whether the
Yel | owst one
calling region should be conbined with the Bozeman/Li vi ngston regi on, be
returned to its
previous local calling arrangenent, or be kept as it is now.
Even though a calling usage study filed with the PSC i n Decenber by US
West shows
t hat exchanges within the Yell owstone region do not neet the PSC s ni ni hrum
calling criteriato
towns wi thin the Bozeman/Livingston region, the PSC decided that sufficient
"community of
interest" exists between the Bozenan/Livi ngston and Yel | owst one cal | i ng areas
to warrant
nmovi ng to the cost anal ysis phase of the formal review
The PSC directed US West to deternine what it would cost and what
affected custoners
t el ephone rates woul d be under each of these three options:
- preserving the existing Yell owstone expanded | ocal calling region
- returning the exchanges within the Yell owstone region to their
previous calling
arrangenent ;
- conbi ni ng the Yell owstone region with the Bozeman/Livi ngston
expanded | oca
calling region.
US West nmust file its cost analysis and rate proposals within 90 days.
After the PSC
receives the conpany's filing, further opportunity will be provided for public
participation by
af fected custoners. Interested persons may send their witten comments to the
PSC, PO Box
202601, Hel ena MI 59620- 2601.
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